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PREFACE

This booklet has been prepared by the Poodle Club of America’s Illustrated Breed Standard
Committee for the purpose of promoting a better understanding of and appreciation for the Breed
Standard of the Poodle. We have attempted to do this by illustrating the various points in the
official Breed Standard.

Just as individuals differ in their interpretations of the standard, artists will vary in their concept
of the perfect Poodle according to the standard. It is impossible to please everyone, but that is an
important part of our sport-comparing and criticizing and seeking an unobtainable ideal. Our
hope is that this booklet will serve as a guide in interpreting the Poodle Standard to breeders,
judges, exhibitors and especially the novice.

We would like to express our appreciation to Club Presidents Sterg O’Dell, Helen Sokopp and
Jacklyn Hungerland for their encouragement and support of this project.
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Official AKC Standard
For the Poodle

The Standard for the Poodle (Toy variety) is the same as for the Standard and the Miniature
varieties except as regards heights.

General Appearance Carriage and Condition
That of a very active, intelligent and elegant-appearing dog, squarely built, well proportioned,
moving soundly and carrying himself proudly. Properly clipped in the traditional fashion and
carefully groomed, the Poodle has about him an air of distinction and dignity peculiar to himself.
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Size, Proportion, Substance

Size: The Standard Poodle is over 15 inches at the highest point of the shoulders. Any Poodle
which is 15 inches or less in height shall be disqualified from competition as a Standard Poodle.

The Miniature Poodle is 15 inches or under at the highest point of the shoulders, with a
minimum height in excess of 10 inches. Any Poodle which is over 15 inches or is 10 inches or
less at the highest point of the
shoulders shall be disqualified from competition as a Miniature Poodle.

The Toy Poodle is 10 inches or under at the highest point of the shoulders. Any Poodle which is
more than 10 inches at the highest point of the shoulders shall be disqualified from competition
as a Toy Poodle.

As long as the Toy Poodle is definitely a Toy Poodle, and the Miniature Poodle a Miniature
Poodle, both in balance and proportion for the Variety, diminutiveness shall be the deciding
factor when all other points are equal.


